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1 Fair – Outside acceptable range of variation; requires human intervention. 
2 Acceptable Range of Variation – Key ecological attributes of focal targets naturally vary over time. The acceptable range defines the 
limits of this variation that constitute the minimum conditions for persistence of the target (note that persistence may still require 
human management interventions). This concept of an acceptable range of variation establishes the minimum criteria for identifying a 
conservation target as “conserved” or not. If the attribute lies outside this acceptable range, it is a degraded attribute. 
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3 The Southern Foothills Study area is very closely aligned with the Collaborative’s study area, so results of the Southern Foothills Study 
are presented as an important source of information throughout this section. 
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Species 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total Av/Year

mule deer 43 38 66 76 79 65 67 92 77 80 100 122 116 88 114 65 1288 86

white tailed deer 33 28 28 39 22 32 25 26 24 39 33 38 37 35 40 42 521 35

elk 7 6 5 10 4 4 2 4 1 8 5 23 8 4 12 7 110 7

sheep 2 2 2 9 3 8 7 9 2 2 5 5 5 13 3 1 78 5

moose 1 1 2 1 0 4 1 1 2 1 1 1 2 0 1 0 19 1

deer fawn 2 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 1

deer 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 6 0

Grand Total 88 78 104 137 108 113 102 132 106 130 144 189 168 140 170 121 2030 135

Species 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 Total Av/Year

elk 12 23 19 22 21 97 19

deer 15 16 14 16 25 86 17

white-tailed deer 25 13 16 9 16 79 16

mule deer 5 7 3 2 1 18 4

bighorn sheep 2 3 0 3 0 8 2

moose 3 1 0 1 0 5 1

Total 62 63 52 53 63 293 59
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